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What are the education 
attainment stats for NC?



NC Educational Attainment 
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Data.census.gov





Post Secondary Enrollment 
and Outcome Data
Courtesy of NCTOWER



NC Tower

• Has data from:
o NC Department of Public Instruction
o NC Community Colleges
o UNC System Schools

• Data Limitations:
o Linkages through UI data
o If they are not employed in NC, we don’t have 

the data
o Suppression due to limited information

• Data Organized by Classification of Instructional 
Programs (CIP) 
o Developed by US Department of Education
o 2-digit to 6-digit
o 2020 Taxonomy
o CIP is not degree specific



Let’s look at the earnings of NC 
Community Colleges Graduates
Base year 2015



Considering data for all 58 colleges, what 
NCCCS Associate's Degree program’s 
graduates have the highest median 
earnings 1 year after graduation?

Electric Utility Substation And Relay Technology $53,706

Industrial Engineering Technology $52,392

Emergency Management $47,861

Fire Protection Technology $45,895

Medical Sonography $45,179

Cardiovascular Tech. (Invasive & Non-Inv) $44,786

Nursing $44,384

Mechatronics Engineering Technology $43,427

Laser And Photonics Technology $42,040

Cardiovascular Sonography $41,709

Source: NCTOWER, Graduate year – 2015; Organized at Six-digit CIP Level. Program Titles at individual schools may vary. 



Considering data for all 58 colleges, what 
NCCCS Associate's Degree program’s 
graduates has the highest median earnings 
5 years after graduation?

Electric Utility Substation And Relay Technology $92,026

Opticianry $68,804

Clinical Trials Research Associate $59,882

Mechatronics Engineering Technology $58,901

Electrical Engineering Technology $58,140

Fire Protection Technology $57,520

Nursing $57,302

Medical Sonography $56,050

Cardiovascular Sonography $56,020

Emergency Management $55,916

Source: NCTOWER, Graduate year – 2015; Organized at Six-digit CIP Level. Program Titles at individual schools may vary. 



Median wage for all NCCCS Associate’s 
degree graduates

After 1 year – $18,822

After 5 years – $35,200

Source: NCTOWER, Graduate year – 2015. 



Considering data for all 58 colleges, what 
NCCCS Certificate program’s graduates has 
the highest median earnings 1 year after 
graduation?

Fire Protection Technology $60,800

Emergency Management $57,478

Occupational Education Associate $49,795

Environment, Health, & Safety Technology $48,958

Business Analytics $48,328

Computed Tomography & Magnetic Resonance Imaging Technology $48,030

Biopharmaceutical Technology $45,773

Industrial Engineering Technology $44,303

Clinical Trials Research Associate $41,944

Geospatial Technology $37,509

Source: NCTOWER, Graduate year – 2015; Organized at Six-digit CIP Level. Program Titles at individual schools may vary. 



Considering data for all 58 colleges, what 
NCCCS Certificate program’s graduates has 
the highest median earnings 5 year after 
graduation?

Environment, Health, & Safety Technology $78,809

Fire Protection Technology $76,243

Biopharmaceutical Technology $74,731

Aviation Systems Technology $67,927

Emergency Management $67,574

Business Analytics $63,211

Electric Line Construction Technology $61,027

Clinical Trials Research Associate $60,639

Industrial Engineering Technology $60,408

Occupational Education Associate $58,758

Source: NCTOWER, Graduate year – 2015; Organized at Six-digit CIP Level. Program Titles at individual schools may vary. 



Median wage for all NCCCS Certificate 
Program graduates

After 1 year – $20,749

After 5 years – $35,258

Source: NCTOWER, Graduate year - 2015



Let’s look at the largest programs 
in the UNC System
Base year 2021



Considering data for all 16 UNC System 
Campuses, what program produced the 
most Bachelor’s Degrees in 2020?

Business Administration and Management, General 3,417

Registered Nursing/Registered Nurse 2,594

Psychology, General 2,426

Biology/Biological Sciences, General 2,202

Speech Communication and Rhetoric 1,468

Computer Science 1,393

Criminal Justice/Safety Studies 1,221

Political Science and Government, General 990

Elementary Education and Teaching 835

Social Work 784

Source: NCTOWER; Graduate year 2020; Organized at Six-digit CIP Level. Note: Official CIP Titles Used in Chart, Program Titles at individual schools may vary. 



Considering data for all 16 UNC System 
Campuses, what program produced the 
most Advanced Degrees in 2020?

Business Administration and Management, General 1,698

Social Work 756

Accounting 586

Teacher Education and Professional Development, Specific Levels and Methods, Other 412

Library and Information Science 330

Law 310

Educational Leadership and Administration, General 306

Registered Nursing, Nursing Administration, Nursing Research and Clinical Nursing, Other 297

Medicine 238

Counselor Education/School Counseling and Guidance Services 230

Source: NCTOWER; Graduate year 2020; Organized at Six-digit CIP Level. Note: Official CIP Titles Used in Chart, Program Titles at individual schools may vary. 



How can I find the schools 
that offer these programs?
Program Locator



NCcareers.org 
Program 

Locator Tool

https://nccareers.org/training-and-education/find-college-programs



How can link these 
programs to occupations?
What Can I Do with My Education



NCcareers.org 
What Can I Do 

With My 
Education tool

https://nccareers.org/career-tree/what-can-i-do-with-my-education
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